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Abstract
A monument of the Ansei Nankai earthquake tsunami
is situated at the north side of the east end of Taisho
bridge in Osaka. The Nankai earthquakes occurred
during a 90 ~ 150 year interval. Each earthquakes
usually generated tsunamis. They often caused serious
damage to the Osaka region. The interval between
earthquakes is so long that people did not learn
lessons from these disasters. When both the 1707 Hoei
earthquake and the 1854 Ansei earthquake happened,
people were frightened of the violent shaking and
fled into boats. People on the boats felt safe and
relieved, shortly after a tsunami hit Osaka Bay. The
people in Osaka who suffered from the Ansei Nankai
earthquake tsunami regretted that they did not learn
the lesson of the Hoei earthquake tsunami. A year
after the Ansei Nankai earthquake tsunami, they built
a stone monument, not only as a memorial service for
the victims of the tsunami, but also as a warning of
the tsunami to the future generations. The memorial
inscription displays much information about the
earthquake and the tsunami. Since the construction of
the memorial of the Ansei Nankai earthquake tsunami,
156 years have now passed. The landscape along the
Kizu river has been transformed and residents have
come and gone. However the memorial has been
preserved by the people of Saiwaicho. As the last
sentence of the inscription states It is my desire that
people of conscience would add ink to this inscription,

over the years, in order to keep it legible.”
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