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The Damiage caused by 1925 Santa Barbara Earthquake and Reconstruction Process of

Santa Barbara Downtown, California, USA

Yoshihiro Uemura
(Faculty of Literature, Bukkyo University)

Abstract

City of Santa Barbara on the west coast of California was struck by an earthquake (M =6.3) in the early morning 29th June
1925. Thirteen persons were killed and over forty six were injured. Downtown Santa Barbara was greatly damaged. Eighteen
percent of the buildings were completely destroyed and sixty two percent of the buildings needed repair. Board of Public Safety
was established by the Mayor in the afternoon 29th and rescue activity was performed by police, marine corps and volunteer
citizens. Board of Public Safety and Reconstruction was established under council on 1st July. Architectural Advisory Commit-
tee was authorized by council to decide on the policy of reconstruction and to promote the projects. Community Art Associa-
tion under the leadership of Bernhard Hoffman and Pear] Chase had continued to ask the beautification of town landscape and
preservation of Spanish buildings since 1922. The Morning Press, a leading newspaper campaigned to reconstruct downtown to
the unified Spanish style buildings. The Mayor and other councilmen decided that new building should be uniformly recon-
structed by Spanish Colonial Revival style. The Architectural Board of Review and Public Drafting Room were established
under the direction of Hoffman who was chairman of Architectural Advisory Committee and a prominent community leader.
Realizing reconstruction by unified Spanish buildings, the Architectural Board of Review had power to inspect applications for
rebuilding and repairing and to veto the applications according to the policy of reconstruction. Santa Barbara was revived and
became famous as a beautiful Spanish Colonial town. It is notable that earthquake reconstruction of Santa Barbara was first
case of architectural control by city ordinance from view point of beautification and disaster prevention. The reason why Santa
Barbara succeeded in the reconstruction was the municipality and citizen’s movement held reconstruction policy in common
and community leader with powerful leadership was supported by many citizens who powerfully promoted the revival by beau-

tiful Spanish town.

Key words: Santa Barbara, 1925 earthquake, reconstruction, architectural control, Spanish Colonial Revival style

Historical Disaster Studies in Kyoto No. 11



