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International Expert Meeting
“Sustainable Protection

of World Cultural Heritage
in Earthquake Zones”

organized by Ritsumeikan Univ. RITS-DMUCH and Japan-ICOMOS

The entire territory of Japan is prone to earthquakes. Therefore World Heritage site of “Historic
Monuments of Ancient Kyoto” is at risk of damage due to an inland earthquake followed by
post-earthquake fires as was the case during Kobe Earthquake in 1995. Today there are
around 200 World Cultural Heritage Sites that are located in the earthquake zones all over the
world, and there needs to be sustainable measures at the global scale for the protection of
these common properties of humanity. Through this symposium, we aim to discuss with inter-
national experts the sustainable measures necessary for the protection of cultural heritage lo-

Program- cated in earthquake zones, and to disseminate the outcomes to the citizens of Kyoto and World
Opening Greetings and Background
Lecture 1: “Risk Management for Cultural Heritage in Kyoto—challenges & New Perspectives”

Kenzo TOKI, Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto

Lecture 2: “Risk Management for World Cultural Heritage in Kathmandu—challenges & New Perspectives”

Rohit JIGYASU, Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto

Lecture 3: “Structural Analysis of Heritage Buildings for developing Seismic Retrofitting Techniques: Lessons from Bam and Kathmandu”

Juniji KIYONO, Kyoto University, Kyoto
Lecture 4:

“Disaster Preparednes and the aftermath of Historic Cities”

Michael TURNER, UNESCO Chair, Bezalel Univ., Israel

Special Lecture: “Recent Initiatives for Disaster Risk Management of World Heritage”

Giovanni BOCCARDI, UNESCO WHC.

Panel Discussion: Protecting World Cultural Heritage Sites from Earthquakes: Towards Developing Guidelines and Operational Procedures

Chaired by Herb STOVEL (Prof. Carlton Univ.)

Panelists: Giovanni BOCCARDI (UNESCO), Gustavo ARAOZ (ICOMOS), Kenzo TOKI (Ritsumeikan Univ.) and Michael TURNER (Bezalel Univ.)

Open Discussion

Adoption of “Kyoto Recommendations for Sustainable Protection of World Cultural Heritage in Earthquake Zones”

Kanefusa MASUDA (Ritsumeikan Univ.)
Vote of Thanks and Closing
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